September 29, 2026

Welcome to a new week and invitation into living, learning, and leading.

re-centre

TEACHER’S CONVENTION

OCTOBER 22 -23, 2026
CALGARY, ALBERTA

2026 PCCE Teachers' Convention - Early-Bird Registration ends
TOMORROW!

Theme: Re-Centre: Resting and Risking
Keynote Speaker: Mark Buchanan - ABOUT

Workshop Sessions: Before registering, have a look at the workshop
sessions, as you will need to select your sessions when you register -
WORKSHOP SESSIONS. When registering, if you would like to attend a
session that is full, please send a message to the PCCE Office to see if you
can be added to the session or to a waitlist.

TFT 101: Will begin on the Wednesday before the Convention for new teachers
or those wanting a refresher. Register when registering for Convention. If you
missed selecting this option when registering, please contact the PCCE Office.

Registration: Last week each school received a registration update from our
office. To secure the best rate, please register before September 30 -
REGISTER HERE

All Convention information including Accommodation options can be found
HERE.

Prairie Page

We are still in the process of updating our email list to reflect school staffing
changes made this fall so in the meantime, please forward this Prairie Page to
your new people.

NOTE: If your school has not been contacted to update your 2026-2027 staff
lists, please reach out to office@pcce.ca and we will reach out to you soon.

How do you do with stillness? A recent experience of an online silent
leadership retreat taught me that it initially makes me feel deeply
uncomfortable. It isn’t exactly a practice or posture we experience often - any
time spent within a school will inform us of this. If you are like me, silence and
the presence of quiet can be disorientating in a world that can’t stop talking.
How often do we not placate silence with practices that remove us from it
(app-scrolling, music, busy work)? Life is noisy and yet, we are called into
quiet communion with God - to listen, to share, to reflect and discern. How do
you carve out space and time for this with your students and staff - meditation
on the Word or prayer? An abiding “with-ness” where God meets us. In his
book “with”, Skye Jethni suggests a posture of life with God is one that reveals
our true identity:

“As we journey through this life, we may catch glimpses of who we are -
sinner, servant, manager or consumer - but these are only broken images in a
dim mirror. Our true selves cannot be discovered by living under, over, from or
for God. It is something that will only be revealed when we are fully with God.”
(with by Skye Jethani, pg. 172)

Like the encounter of Elijah with God as he fled into the wilderness (1 Kings
19), full of fear, doubt and despair - God met him in stillness. Not through an
earthquake, wind or fire but through a gentle whisper, also translated as a “still
small voice”. Will we search for his “still, small voice” today? Among the
loudness of your work, we pray that you also experience and make time for

periods of stillness with God.
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National Day for Truth & Reconciliation

Tomorrow, September 30th, marks the National Day for Truth &
Reconciliation in Canada. Here are some resources we've collected to
support Justice Seeking, Image Bearing and Community Building for this
topic:

e The Christian Reformed Church has a new K-12 Orange Shirt Day
Curriculum—a comprehensive, “faith-rooted,” flexible resource that is
adapted for K-3, 4-8, 9-12 and designed to help learners of all ages
listen, reflect, and learn. If you don’t have time in the upcoming week,
this resource acknowledges that “reconciliation is an ongoing journey.
These materials are designed with flexibility—use them for a dedicated
Orange Shirt Day focus, or adapt them throughout the school year as
part of your studies.”

» The Society of Christian Schools in British Columbia
(SCSBC) published a helpful guide for Christian schools hoping to
pursue reconciliation. It provides recommended actions, rationales and
resources. pass on this opportunity to the parents in your school.

» The Bible App offers a 6 day Reading Plan called “Psalm 23: First
Nations Version” that will invite you to reflect in fresh ways on this familiar
Psalm.

» Kairos (a Christian organization that works with schools/communities all
across Canada) has developed a very powerful workshop called the
Blanket Exercise which some of our schools have used with upper
grades and teaching staff.

« Some more work of the Christian Reformed Church:

o Established the Centre for Public Dialogue, which has resources for
Indigenous Justice and some possible FLEX ideas. There are also
some litanies and prayers that could be used in a chapel this week.

o Compiled “Indigenous Justice Book Suggestions” for adults and for
kids.

o

e The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation out of the University
of Manitoba is running remote sessions for educators and students
grades 1-12 the week of Sept. 30. You can learn more about their
“virtual” and “hybrid” sessions HERE.

e The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada has developed “The
Truth and Reconciliation Prayer Guide: 94 Calls to Action, 94 Prayers.”
As it states, “Let this expression of faith and hope in action renew our
hearts and minds so that by the Spirit of our Creator God, we may
honour one another as image-bearers and be reconciled.”

¢ The Presbyterian Church in Canada has a “Healing_and Reconciliation”
focus and there are some educational resources in the right column on
their “Indigenous Justice” page.

» At the 2020 PCCE Convention, presenter Jonathan Boone shared some
books and films that relate to the topic of Truth & Reconciliation.

Email Jeremy (jhorlings@pcce.ca) if you have any more resources regarding
Canada’s National Day for Truth & Reconciliation that we could share with our
schools.

Distraction and Attention Webinar

Renovaré is offering a free webinar TODAY at 11am MDT that focuses on
“Learning to Slow Down, Be Present, and Savor a Deeper Life with God.”
Guided by participant questions, host Carolyn Arends will talk to Jay Kim and
Grace Pouch about topics like:

« Why is distraction a spiritual problem and not just a practical one?

¢ Can attention be built up like a muscle?

* What “exercises” serve to strengthen attention?

« What does the Christian tradition say about attention, and how does that
differ from the pop-wisdom of productivity culture?

Can’t make it? Register anyway, and they’ll send you the recording.

TFT 101

Here are the dates for the four TFT 101 sessions this year:

e October 21 - TFT 101 - Session One - Calgary (10:30 AM - 4:30 PM)

¢ November 24/25 - TFT 101 - Session Two - On ZOOM (Participants
choose one of the two options (9:00 AM - 3:00 PM)

e March 16-17 - TFT 101 - Session Three and Four - in Edmonton (Day 1
- 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Day 2 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM)

Leading

Called, Connected, Committed

Called, Connected, Committed: Christian Schools Canada Leadership
Practices for Christian School Leaders.

It has been a few years since CSC launched this framework and we will be
highlighting each of the leadership practices in future editions of the Page. Our
hope is that you are able to identify areas of strength and growth within this
leadership framework.

“This framework is invitational - welcoming school leaders into dialogue,
exploration, and embodiment of a being a leader who is Called vocationally,
Connected relationally and Committed to sustaining long-term engagement in
realizing a vision of Christian education.”

The Leadership Practices Matrix

Professional Support Networks (PSNs)

We are getting set to begin our Professional Support Network gatherings for
another year and hope to get them organized in early October. Our desire is to
connect some key groups across our schools to share wisdom and practical
experience.

Here is a sampling of some groups and a possible organizing topics that we
are looking to start/re-start:

* Administrative Assistants
Hospitality and Welcoming as Witness
« Librarians/Learning Commons Facilitators
Curating Collections for Wisdom with Discernment
 Athletics Directors
Athletics as Formation - Winning, Excellence and Identity
« Assistant/Vice-Principals
Leading from the Middle - Influence, Trust & Servant Leadership
» Counselors
Student Hope, Identity & Belonging in a Fragmented World
» Faith Formation Leaders
Beyond Chapels: Forming a People Who Follow Jesus
» Society Executive Directors/Key Employees
Stewarding the Mission - Leading for the Long View
» Society Office Staff (Various)
Ministry of the Ordinary: Faithfulness Behind the Scenes

The listings above are not exhaustive and our PCCE team is open to
suggestions of other groups that your staff community would find helpful and
beneficial.

Commitment Expectations - Meeting 2-4 times from October to March (In-
Person and/or Virtual) at a mutually agreed upon time that works for your
group participants. PCCE staff will facilitate and initiate these meetings.

Action Item: To get these going we need some information from you. Can you
(or a delegate you ask) complete this SHORT FORM asking for names and
email addresses? It should take less than 5 minutes!

PCCE Services for Society Boards

We are here to support your school leadership teams and stated goals,
mission and vision. Here are four essential supportive services that can
provide for your school:

» Board Governance Workshops - usually held in an evening (about 2
hours) where we cover the basics of effective governance. Personalized
workshops are also available.

» Strategic Planning - PCCE can help your Society craft a Strategic Plan
that will guide and direct your work. Support ranges from
consulting/advising to guiding the process from start to finish.

« Leadership Reviews - depending on your governance structure, PCCE
can complete Leadership Reviews (Principal or key Society employee)

« School Program Reviews - A process of evaluating and reflecting on
your school’s stated vision and mission, and the alignment between
these commitments, school practices, and the culture that has
developed within the school.

For more information, contact Matthew (mbekkering@pcce.ca)

} Looking Ahead

September 30, 2026: Convention Early-Bird Registration Deadline

October 5 - 7, 2026: Christian Schools Canada Leadership Conference -
Whistler, BC

October 21, 2026: TFT 101 - Session One in Calgary

October 22 - 23, 2026: PCCE Teachers’ Convention

November 24/25, 2026: TFT 101 - Session Two on ZOOM

March 16 - 17, 2027: TFT 101 - Session Thee and Four in Edmonton

Contact Us
Matthew Bekkering Jeremy Horlings
Executive Director Associate Executive Director
mbekkering@pcce.ca jhorlings@pcce.ca
(403) 393-0716 (587) 679-5615
Hugo VanderHoek Ruth Pelech
Independent Schools Consultant Office Administrative Assistant
hvanderhoek@pcce.ca office@pcce.ca
(403) 849-0743 (780) 465-8384

Prairie Centre for
Christian Education

o

P.O. Box 22868 RPO Southbrook
Edmonton, Alberta T6W 5G8
Phone: (780) 465-8384
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