
May 27, 2025 

PCCE Board Update 

The PCCE Board met on Saturday, May 24. 

Board Members: We welcomed new Board members Cindy Ekkel, 

Dallas Halvorson and Melissa Prins. We also thanked retiring Board 

members Lenny Houweling and Jonathan Slomp for their years of service 

and leadership. 

Returning Board Members: Henry Algera, Matthew Bekkering, Steven 

DeVries, Dana Heska, Monica Loewen and Kimberly Sybesma. 

The Board selected its Executive for the upcoming year: 

Chair - Monica Loewen 

Vice-Chair - Steven DeVries 

Secretary - Dallas Halvorson 

Treasurer - Dana Heska 

The Board spent the morning engaged with the draft PCCE Strategic 

Plan. They reflected on their praises, laments and hopes regarding 

Christian education, connected these to the draft plan, and then worked 

through the plan, providing feedback and direction. At the next meeting, 

a final draft will be presented and the Board will begin determining the 

strategies it will use to achieve the plan. 

Staffing Update: The Board wishes to inform the PCCE community that 

PCCE Executive Director, Gayle Monsma, has announced that next year 

will be her final year at PCCE as she moves into retirement. The Board 

has set up a Transition Team that will be guiding the process for hiring 

PCCE’s Executive Director, with Steven DeVries heading up this process. 

The Board confirmed that Gayle will be taking three weeks of 

Professional Leave as per contract from June 2-20. If schools have an 

emergency situation, they are encouraged to reach out to Gayle, but for 

non-urgent matters, other PCCE staff are ready and equipped to step in. 

2026 Leadership & Governance Conference and AGM: Please mark 

March 7, 2026 on your calendar. With this advance notice, we hope that 

teams of school board members and school leaders will be able to 

attend this equipping and encouraging gathering. 

If you have questions or comments for the Board, please contact Board Chair, 

Monica, at board@pcce.ca 

As students learn to understand their own story and critique other stories in 

light of God’s story, they are encouraged to ask core worldview questions: 

Where am I; what kind of world do I live in? 

Who am I; what does it mean to be human? 

What’s wrong; how are my life and the world distorted by sin? 

What’s the solution; how can I find restoration and healing? 

What time is it; what action is required and how?" 

(Transformational Education: A Framework for Christian Teaching, pg 72) 

Hymn Hype 

Medicine Hat Christian recently utilized this 2025 March Music Hymn Bracket 

Challenge resource on Teachers Pay Teachers to engage their students in a 

month-long celebration of Christian Hymns to see which Hymn would be voted 

their school’s favorite. Although it wasn’t during March, their “Hymn Hype” 

was a hit! The students listened to and learnt about the history of the hymns 

and then voted to see which one’s would move on to the next round. 

Reflection: 

How might this type of activity be used in your final month to engage 

students? 

Is there a topic that you could create a bracket for (e.g., regions of 

Canada, best element on the periodic table, favourite poet, etc.)? 

PCCE Services 
A couple reminders of PCCE services your school can access: 

Mediation Services: in cases where an external voice would be helpful 

in mediating a strained relationship or conflict, PCCE works with 

professional mediators to help the school work through the issue. 

Contact Gayle to learn more. 

Strategic Planning: one of a board’s/leader’s primary responsibilities is 

looking ahead to the future and determining next steps in achieving your 

school’s core purpose. If this is on your calendar for next year, contact 

Gayle to talk about how PCCE can lead/support you through this. 

Feeling a bit weary? 
This article by Edvance principal, Lonneke Brown, acknowledges the 

weariness that can come at this time of year, while also placing that weariness 

within the context of it being an opportunity for spiritual growth and renewal. 

"As Perhaps this quote intrigues you enough to want to read the article: 

educators and leaders it is essential for us to recognize that weariness is not a 

sign of weakness, but rather an opportunity for growth and transformation." 
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